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Perform a search and identify list of all prior art (862) 
Request each remote computer to download and analyze a 
portion of identified prior art (864) 
Collect search results from each remote computer (866). 



FIG. 12 

Receive search request (870) 

Request one remote computer to search each OR search term (872) 
Each remote computer performs a search and identify list of all prior 
art (874) 

Each remote computer in turn requests other remote computers to 
download and analyze a portion of identified prior art (876) 
Collect search results from each remote computer (878). 
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Locate citations to the prior art using data from the file history (402) 
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Annotate the document in the drawings or claims, for example (408) 
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store results from prior IP maps in a remote computer 
(810) 

retrieve a cached IP map in response to a user request 
(812) 

periodically flush cached DP maps to ensure a fresh IP map 
(814) 
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Receive Query (910) 
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For each Issued Patent DB and Published Application DB 

a. Extract inventor names for each patent/application 

b. Search for papers citing the inventor names 

c. Extract concepts or important terms from the inventor publications/papers 

d. Extract concepts or important terms from the current patent/application 

e. Combine extracted concepts into meta-data describing the IP document. 
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For each Issued Patent DB and Published Application DB 

a. Extract inventor names for each patent/application 

b. Search for papers citing the inventor names 

c. Extract names of prior art authors associated with prior art used to reject the 
application in the file history. 

d. Search for papers citing the names of prior art authors 

e. Extract concepts or important terms from the inventor publications/papers 

f. Extract concepts or important terms from the current patent/application 

g. Extract concepts or important terms from the prior art used to reject the 
current patent/application and extract concepts or important terms from non- 
patent publications of the prior art authors 

h. Combine extracted concepts into meta-data describing the IP document. 
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a. Extract inventor names for each patent/application 

b. Search for papers citing the inventor names 

c. For each cited prior art: 

cl . Extract names of prior art authors associated with prior art used to 
reject the application in the file history. 

c2. Search for papers citing the names of prior art authors 

d. Extract concepts or important terms from the inventor publications/papers 

e. Extract concepts or important terms from the current patent/application 

f. Extract concepts or important terms from the prior art and publications from 
prior art authors. 

g. Combine extracted concepts into meta-data describing the IP document. 
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